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/~\F  all  the  Difeafes  which  affiid  human  Na- 
V^/  Hire,  none  is  more  terrible  than  that  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  Bite  of  mad  Animals.  A  Difeafe 
that  too  often  happens  even  in  thefe  Northern  Re¬ 
gions,  and  numerous  Specificks  have  been  prefented  ta 
the  Publick ,  fupported  by  the  Authority  of  the 
greateft  Men  in  the  Profejfion ,  which  yet ,  upon 
repeated  Trials,  have  proved  ineffectual.  But ,  af¬ 
ter  all,  as  we  are  hardly  to  fuppofe  that  there  is 
no  fuch  Thing  in  Nature  as  an  Antidote  to  this 
Poifon,  we  jhould  fill  ufe  our  beft  Endeavours  ta 
find  it  out ,  and  willingly  embrace  every  Hint  that 
has  a  Tendency  thereto.  It  is  more  than  a  Hint 
which  is  promifed  in  this  little  Trad ;  it  is  a  cer¬ 
tain  Method  of  Cure  ;  the  Refult,  not  of  mere 
vague  Hypothefes,  but  of  folid  Experiments  made 
upon,  at  leaf,  300  Perfons ,  with  confiant  good 
Succefs. 

The  Trad  it f elf  is  written  in  a  diftind  clear 
Style,  which,  as  it  gives  a  plain  Evidence  of  the 
Hanefly  and  good  Senfe  of  its  Author,  fo  it  will  na¬ 
turally  induce  the  Publick  to  give  it  a  favourable 
Reception • 


To  the  READE  R. 


The  Preface  prefixed  to  it  by  the  French  Editor 
tho'  wrote  in  a  loofe  Manner ,  contains  fome  Things 
that  illuftrate  the  Work . 

In  the  Number  of  Authors  who  have  recommend - 
ed  the  Ufe  of  Mercurials  in  this  Difeafe ,  Dr.  James, 
and  the  celebrated  Van  Swieten,  deferve  to  be 
mentioned ,  having  both  treated  pretty  largely  on 
this  Subject. 

Dr.  James,  in  particular,  in  a  Differ tation,  en- 
tituled ,  A  new  Method  of  curing  Madnefs, 
which  was  laid  before  the  Royal  Society  in  Febru¬ 
ary  1741,  has  given  us  an  Account  of  many  Ex¬ 
periments  he  had  fuccefsfully  made  with  Mercurials , 
firft  on  Dogs ,  and  afterwards  on  Men.  The  Pre¬ 
paration  of  Mercury  he  employed  was  Turbith  Mi¬ 
neral  \  which  feems ,  however ,  not  to  be  the  mofl 
advi fable  ;  fince ,  in  fome  Cafes ,  where  there  are 
evident  Signs  of  Inflammation  about  the  Throat  and 
Fauces,  the  Ufe  of  fo  irritating  a  Medicine  may  be 
attended  with  many  bad  Conferences .  And ,  in 
any  Cafe ,  the Jimple  mercurial  Ointment ,  externally 
applied ,  or  the  milder  Mercurials ,  given  internally , 
will  produce  all  the  good  Effetts  we  can  expett  from 
Mercury  in  the  Cure  of  this  Difeafe « 

A.  B. 
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PREFACE, 

B  Y  T  H  E 

French  EDITOR. 

t  V  I  ' 


HE  Collection  of  Letters,  publiflied 
by  the  Jefuits,  under  the  Title  of 
Lettres  Edifiantes  &  Curieufes ,  hath 
long  fince  convinced  the  World, 
that  the  Miflionaries  of  their  Soci¬ 
ety,  though  chiefly  employed  in  preaching  the 
Chriftian  Religion,  have  by  no  Means  neglected 
to  profecute  other  Difcoveries  that  might  be 
ufeful  to  France.  With  this  View  it  is  that 
F.  Claude  du  Choifel ,  Apothecary  to  the  Million 
of  Pondicherry ,  has  collected  and  fent  to  me 
feveral  Obfervations  on  the  Treatment  of 
Madnefs  proceeding  from  the  Bite  of  mad 
Animals. 

Thefe 
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•  • 

u 

Thefe  Obfervations  ought  properly  to  have 
made  a  Part  of  the  Lettres  Edijiantes  &  Curieufes , 
but  thefe  Letters  are  not  calculated  to  become 
fo  publick,  as  to  make  thofe  who  live  in  the 
Country  fpeedily  acquainted  with  the  happy 
Effects  of  any  Remedy  :  Tno’  this  in  Queftion 
concerns  them  chiefly  ;  as  they  are  much  more 
expofed  to  the  Bites  of  mad  Animals  than  thofe 
who  live  in  cities.  They  ought,  therefore,  to 
be  apprized  of  it  fpeedily,  and  nothing  feems 
fo  likely  to  effedt  this,  as  by  the  Means  of  a 
fmall  Pamphlet,  which  may  quickly  get  into 
the  Hands  of  Curates,  Surgeons,  and  Country 
People.  This  Attention  to  the  publick  Good 
has  determined  me  to  print  the  Obfervations  of  F. 
Choifel :  And  I  am  too  well  acquainted  with  the 
reverend  Fathers  to  have  the  leaft  Doubt,  but 
they  will  excufe  me  on  this  Account  for  the 
Liberty  I  have  taken  in  committing  a  kind  of 
Robbery  on  their  Collection. 

F.  du  Choifel  has  made  ufe  of  mercurial  Fric¬ 
tions  with  conflant  good  Succefs.  Fie  declares, 
that  Jie  had  not  made  ufe  of  this  Remedy,  but 
in  confequence  of  the  Experiments  and  Differ- 
tation  of  the  late  M.  Default,  Fellow  of  the- 
College  of  Phyficians  of  the  City  of  Bourdeaux . 
This  able  Phyfician,  from  what  Appearances  he 
had  obferved  on  opening  fome  Bodies  of  Animals 
that  died  of  this  Madnefs,  and  from  the  Authori¬ 
ty  of  fome  ancient  Authors,  was  led  to  think  that 
Worms  were  the  Caufe  of  this  Difeafe  :  And, 
feeing  that  the  famous  Powder  of  Palmarius 
was  compofed  of  Vermifuges  only,  he  deter¬ 
mined  to  introduce  Mercury  into  the  Blood, 
as  the  fitted:  Medicine  to  deftroy  Worms, 

which 
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which  he  fuppofed,  were  difperfed  through  ali 
the  Fluids. 

This  Hypothefis,  fuch  as  it  is,  led  M.  Z><?- 
fault  to  the  Difcovery  of  an  excellent  Remedy; 
and  the  happy  Effects  of  it  may  be  feen  in  his 
DifTertation  on  Madnefs  from  the  Bite  of  mad 
Animals,-  M.  Default  declares,  that  he  did  not 
receive  the  lead  Hint  of  it  from  any  Author, 
which  makes  it  probable  that  he  had  not  read  an 
Obfervation  of  Mr.  Tauvry,  related  in  the  Hif- 
tory  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  for  the 
Year  1699,  which  I  fhall  here  tranfcribe. 

44  M.  Tauvry  attended  fcveral  Days  a  young 
44  Man  who  had  been  bit  by  a  mad  Dog,  and 
44  whofe  Death  he  had  infallibly  predicted.  After 
44  his  Death,  he  opened  him,  tho*  haftily, 

44  and  found  the  internal  Part  of  the  CEfopha- 
44  gus  inflamed  :  The  Trachea  Arteria  a  little 
44  fo  :  In  the  Bottom  of  the  Stomach  about 
44  three  Spoonfuls  of  a  pretty  deep  brown 
44  glairy  Humour,  fuch  as  the  Patient  had 
44  often  vomited  :  The  Gall-Bladder  very  full 
44  of  a  Bile  that  was  almoft  black  :  The  Peri - 
44  car  Hum  had  very  little  Water  in  it  :  The 
44  Arteries  were  quite  full  of  very  fluid  Bloody 
44  and  the  Veins  almoft  empty:  No  coagulated  , 
44  Blood  in  any  Part.  The  Blood,  after  Death, 

44  did  not  coagulate  in  the  cold  Air  *,  whereas 
44  that  which  had  been  drawn  from  the  Patient 
44  fome  Days  before,  coagulated  prefently.  The 
44  Brain,  and  aim  oil  all  its  Divifions,  were 
44  much  drier  than  ordinary,  as  well  as  the 
44  Beginning  of  the  Spinal  Marrow,  and  all  the 
**  Mufcles  in  the  Body.  It  is  very  probable, 

A  2  44  fays 
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44  fays  M.  Fauvry,  that  it  is  the  Property  of 
cc  this  Poifon,  to  diffolve  the  balfamick  and  nu- 
44  tritious  Part  of  the  Blood  after  which  the 
44  Body  is  no  longer  nourifhed,  and  the  Veins  be- 
44  ing  dried  up  for  JVant  of  Nourijhment ,  contract 
44  themf elves ,  and  do  not  give  a  free  Pajfage  ta 
44  the  Blood  which  they  Jhould  receive  Jrom  the 
44  Arteries .  This  Blood  then  being  retained  in 
44  the  Arteries,  is  there  continually  agitated, 
44  preffed,  and  flill  more  diffolved  than  it  was 
46  by  the  Dilfolution  of  it’s  balfamick  Part 
44  only.” 

M.  tfauvry,  guided  by  this  Hypothecs, 
fearches  after,  and  fuggefts  to  himfelf,  Reme¬ 
dies  agreeable  to  his  Notions.  After  rejecting 
feveral,  he  adds-,  44  As,  in  all  Probability, 
44  Emeticks  might  facilitate  the  Cure,  if  they 
46  were  made  to  flay  fometime  in  the  Stomach  ; 
44  Mercury,  perhaps,  given  in  a  large  Quantity, 
44  might  force  open  thofe  Obftrudtions  in  the 
*4  Circulation,  which  are  occafioned  by  the  Con- 
44  traction  of  the  Veins.” 

This  Obfervation  of  M.  F auvry  was  known 
to  Dodtor  Meadr  and  the  illuftrious  Boerhaave , 
who  mention  it  They  have  both  remarked  the 
State  in  which  the  Arteries  are  found  in  the 
Bodies  of  thofe  who  died  of  this  Madnefs.  But 
neither  of  them  have  taken  the  lead  Notice  of 
Mercury,  with  which  M.  Tauvry  propofes  to  re¬ 
move  the  Obftrudtion.  Thofe  learned  Phy  Brians 
have  reminded  us  of  the  different  Remedies  that 
have  been  made  ufe  of  againft  this  Difeafe,  and, 
at  the  fame  Time,  confefs,  that  their  Efficacy 
is  not  to  be  depended  on.  All  are  uncertain. 

They 
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They  approve  only  of  the  ufe  of  bathing,  for 
which  they  take  their  Authority,  in  particular, 
from  an  Obfervation  of  M.  Morin ,  in  the 
fame  Hiftory  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  ScD 
ences,  next  to  that  of  M.  Tauvry  :  thus, 
44  A  young  girl,  twenty  Years  of  Age,  was 
44  bit  in  the  Hand  by  a  little  Boy,  who  was 
44  mad.  She  had  all  the  Symptoms  of  this 
44  Madnefs  :  and,  at  laft,  fixteen  Days  after 
44  the  Bite,  they  thought  proper  to  bathe  her 
44  in  a  large  Bath  of  River- Water,  rather  cold 
44  than  hot,  in  which  a  Bufhel  of  Salt  had 
44  been  diffolved.  They  plunged  her  into 
44  it,  quite  naked,  and  drew  her  out  again 
44  feveral  times  :  And,  after  tormenting  her 
44  extremely  in  this  Manner,  they  left  her 
44  fitting  in  the  Bath,  quite  ftupefied.  When 
44  {he  recovered  herfelf,  lhe  was  furprifed  to 
44  find,  that  fhe  could  look  on  the  Water,  in 
44  which  {he  was,  without  Emotion.  After 
44  this,  her  Difeafe  had  nothing  extraordinary  in 
44  it,  a  Fever  came  on,  which  was  treated  in 
44  the  common  Method. s*  She  took  Emet- 
icks  *,  continued  the  Ufe  of  bathing  ;  and 
was  cured. 

This  Cafe,  no  Doubt,  deferves  Attention. 
But  how  often  has  bathing  proved  ufelcfs  ?  Dr. 
Mead ,  in  explaining  the  Adfion  of  cold  bath¬ 
ing,  which  he  recommends,  fpeaks  of  certain 
convulfive  Conftridtions  on  the  whole  Surface 
of  our  Bodies,  occafioned  by  the  bathing. 
This  Adtion,  communicated  to  the  whole  ner¬ 
vous  Syftem,  encreafes  it’s  Effedts  on  the  Flu¬ 
ids,  and  ought  to  affift  them  in  overcoming  any 
fmall  Obftrudlions,  which  happen  at  the  Ex¬ 
tremities 
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tremities  of  the  Arteries,  and  impede  the  Circula¬ 
tion.  Since  then  thefe  Baths  are  not  found  to  pro¬ 
duce  this  Effedt  but  very  rarely,  as  all  Authors, 
even  Dr.  Mead  and  Boerhaave  agree,  it  was  but 
natural  to  have  Recourfe  to  Mercury  *,  which 
M.  Tauvry  propofed,  almoft  in  the  fame  Page 
where  we  find  that  Obfervation  of  M.  Morin , 
which  thefe  two  great  Phyficians  have  been  fo 
fond  of. 

In  this  Manner  would  the  Specifick  for  this 
terrible  Difeale  have  remained  in  Obfcurity,  had 
♦not  M.  Default  fallen  upon  it  in  another  Way. 

We  fhall  not  enter  upon  a  further  Examina¬ 
tion  of  the  different  Remedies,  that  have  been 
employed  againft  this  Species  of  Madnefs. 
Thole  who  incline  to  confult  the  Works  of 
Mead  and  Boerhaave ,  will  there  find  a  particu¬ 
lar  Account  of  them,  and  the  Judgment  which 
thofe  great  Men  have  given  of  them.  Permit 
me  to  add  *,  that  in  all  thole  Cafes  where  Peo¬ 
ple  affiidted  with  the  Hydrophobia  have  been 
cured,  it  has  been  by  Remedies  which  have 
lerved  to  relax  the  nervous  Fibres  *.  Such  have 
been  the  Effects  of  plentiful  bleedings  to  faint¬ 
ing. 

It  is  this  relaxing  Quality  which  Dr.  Nu¬ 
gent  Phyfician  at  Bath ,  had  in  View  in  the 

Cure 

*  Our  Trench  Editor  feems  not  to  have  the  happieft  Ta¬ 
lents  for  reafoning  on  medical  Subjects  :  Neverthelefs,  as  it 
would  be  doing  him  Injuftice,  though,  perhaps,  a  Kindnefs, 
to  conceal  any  Part  of  his  Notions  j  the  Tranfhtor  has  en¬ 
deavoured  to  exhibit  them  fairly,  and  fubmies  them  to  the 
Reader. 
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Cure  of  the  Hydrophobia ,  in  the  Account 
he  has  published.  He  bled  his  Patient  fe- 
veral  times  :  Gave  her  frequently  large  Doles 
of  Opium,  Nitre,  and  Camphire,  Medicines, 
in  the  Opinion  of  Hoffman  and  Tralles,  of  all 
others  the  moft  proper  for  removing  all  Ob- 
ftacies  in  the  Extremities  of  the  Veffels,  that 
impede  the  Circulation.  He  likewife  gave  Cin¬ 
nabar  and  Mufk,  the  famous  Chinefe  Remedy. 
Clyflers  were  frequently  adminiftered :  And,  by 
a  methodical,  but  very  long  Perfeverance  in  the 
Ule  of  thefe  different  Remedies,  he  at  length 
cured  the  Patient. 

>  V  .  W'- 

This  happy  Succefs,  tho’  in  one  Inftance  only, 
is  the  Foundation  of  a  Difcourfe  given  us  by 
Dr.  Nugent ,  on  this  Subject.  We  fhall  not 
copy  him  in  this  refped  in  the  following  Per¬ 
formance.  A  fingle  Experiment  is  not  fuffi- 
cient  for  eflablifhing  a  general  Rule.  And  Dr. 
Mead  has  plainly  fhewn  the  Uncertainty  of 
Opium  and  the  Indian  Remedy.  All  thefe  Me¬ 
dicines  •,  the  whole  of  the  Courfe  publifhed  by 
Dr.  Nugent  *,  tend  to  relax  the  Nerves  and 
Extremities  of  the  Arteries.  A  Remedy,  which 
produces  this  Effect,  is  difcovered  :  The  good 
Succefs  of  it  is  evinced  by  numerous  Experi¬ 
ments,  made  at  different  Times  and  in  different 
Places.  The  Application  of  this  Remedy  is 
Rmple  and  eafy  ;  within  the  Reach  of  our  coun¬ 
try  Surgeons.  And  it  is  this  we  ought  particu¬ 
larly  to  regard.  Let  us  follow  M.  Default ; 
without  negleding  the  Experience  of  others, 
who,  alter  him,  have  made  ufe  of  mercurial 
Undions  in  the  Cure  of  this  Madnefs. 


F.  du 
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F.  du  Choifel  did  not  think  it  neceffary  to 
follow  M.  Default's  Method  implicitly  ;  but, 
with  the  utmoft  Attention,  to  which  he  was  ex¬ 
cited  by  the  Motives  of  Charity  which  Reli¬ 
gion  infpires,  he  fcrupuloufly  examined  every 
Fadt,  in  order  to  improve  by  his  own  Ex¬ 
perience. 

Experience  likewife  has  made  him  think 
differently  from  M.  Default,  in  refpedt  to  the 
Danger  proceeding  from  touching  the  Saliva  of 
mad  Animals.  This  Gentleman,  viz.  M.  De¬ 
fault,  was  of  Opinion,  that  this  Saliva  might  in- 
fedt  a  Perfon  without  any  aperture  being  made 
in  the  Skin,  by  mere  Contadt  only.  But  F. 
du  Choifel,  notwithftanding  the  Authority  of 
Galen ,  and  of  C alius  Aurelianus  cited  by  M. 
Default ,  from  the  many  Inftances  he  had  feen 
of  People  walking  barefoot  on  the  Saliva  of 
thofe  who  were  in  the  laft  Stage  of  this  Madnefs, 
without  fuffering  the  lead:  Harm,  thought  he 
had  fufficient  Reafon  to  rejedt  this  Manner  of 
Infedtion,  and  place  it  among  vulgar  Errors. 
We  particularly  mention  this  Fadt,  in  order  to 
remove  any  Apprehenfion  of  Danger  from  this 
Kind  of  Infedtion  in  thofe  who  may  be  expofed 
to  it,  in  endeavouring  to  alfift  thofe  who  are 
labouring  under  this  Diforder. 

We  ought,  however,  to  be  on  our  Guard 
againft  the  Bite  of  fuch  as  are  affedted.  M. 
Default  never  law  one  of  them  making  any 
thing  like  an  Attempt  to  bite.  M.  Tauvry 
declares,  that  he  has  feen  them  attempt  it. 
Which  is  farther  confirmed  by  F.  du  Choifel' s 
Evidence :  And  we  fhall  fee  the  Fadt,  he  men¬ 
tions,  attended  with  fuch  exadt  and  terrible  Cir- 

cumftances. 
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cumftances,  that  it  would  be  a  fort  of  Madnefs 
not  to  fecure  one’s-felf  from  Danger  :  And 
either  not  to  go  near  the  Patient,  or  to  keep 
the  Hands  covered  with  thick  Gloves,  or  fome 
fort  of  Stuff,  whilfl  we  are  affifting  them. 

We  may  add  another  Difference  that  appears 
between  the  Opinion  of  M.  Default  and  F.  du 
Choifel.  The  former  thinks,  that  thofe  who 
are  already  feized  with  the  Hydrophobia ,  or 
Fear  of  Water,  are  incurable  :  F.  du  Choifel  has 
happily  found  the  contrary:  And  his  Experience 
fhould  engage  Phyficians  and  Surgeons  not  to 
abandon  any  of  their  Patients  on  Account  of 
this  Symptom. 

We  have  already  obferved,  that  our  Author 
has  not  fervilely  copied  M.  Default’s  Method 
in  every  thing.  This  Gentleman  thought  it 
neceffary  to  add  Palmar ius’ s  Powder  to  the  Ufe 
of  Mercury.  F.  du  Choifel  has  rejedted  this 
Powder,  and  preferred  the  mercurial  Pills.  He 
likewife  differs  from  M.  Default  in  the  Times 
and  Number  of  Undtions,  as  well  as  in  the 
Quantityof  Mercurial  Ointment  he  applies  :  And 
we  muft  allow,  that  the  Friar  makes  a  much 
larger  Quantity  of  Mercury  enter  the  Blood  of 
the  Patient,  with  lefs  Danger,  in  his  Method, 
than  M.  Default.  I  do  not  think  it  will  be  re- 
quifite  to  bring  both  Examples  and  Proofs  of 
this  Fadt,  which  I  might  eafily  do  from  the 
Treatment  of  another  Difeafe,  in  which  Mer¬ 
cury  is  employed.  ^ 

But  whatever  Preference  is  given  to  F.  du  Choi- 
fel's  Method,  yet  M.  Default  has  led  the  Way  ; 
and,  if  he  has  not  kept  fo  fteadily  in  it,  but 

B  has 
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has  had  Recourfe  to  other  Supports *,  let  any 
Man  reprefent  to  himfelf  the  Greatnefs  of  the 
Difeafe,  the  Force  of  Prejudice,  and  the  Novel¬ 
ty  of  the  Remedy,  &c.  he  will  hardly  refufe  a 
proper  Share  of  the  Praife  that  is  due  to  the 
Inventor. 

The  Obfervations  communicated  by  F.  du 
Choifel  are  not  the  only  ones  that  prove  the  Effi¬ 
cacy  of  the  Remedy  madeUfe  of  by  M.  Default . 
M.  Darlue ,  Phyfician  at  Caillan  in  Provence , 
has  alfo  treated  feveral  Perfons  attacked  with  this 
Difeafe  in  1747  and  1748.  His  Obfervations 
are  publiffied  in  the  periodical  Colledtion  of  Ob¬ 
fervations  in  Phyfick,  Surgery,  and  Pharmacy 
of  September  1755.  One  may  fee  Fa6ts  in  them 
capable  of  refolving  the  Doubts  of  fome  Perfons 
on  the  Exiftence  of  this  Diftemper ;  and  a  Num¬ 
ber  of  Cafes  uniformly  treated,  which,  with 
thofe  conduced  by  M.  Default  and  our  Author, 
fhould.  certainly  procure  to  mercurial  Un&ions 
the  Title  of  Specif  ck  in  this  Madnefs.  I  may 
add,  that  M.  Darlue  cured  himfelf  by  the  fame 
Remedies  he  prefcribed  to  others. 

F.  du  Choifel  purges  with  mercurial  Pills  : 
M.  Darlue  vomits  with  Turbith  Mineral  in 
fmall  Dofes.  *  The  Impreffion  which  the  Lea¬ 
ven  of  this  Madnefs  makes  on  the  CEfophagus 
and  Stomach,  and  the  momentary  Relief  which 
the  Patients  receive  from  vomiting,  have,  no 
Doubt,  determined  Mr.  Darlue  to  give  this  vio¬ 
lent 

*  A  Practice,  we  prefume,  he  borrowed  from  our  Coun¬ 
try-man  Dr.  Ja?nes ,  though,  like  the  greateft  Part  of  the 
Writers  of  his  Nation,  ftudious  of  concealing  how  much  they 
are  indebted  to  us,  in  repeft  to  the  Pra&ice  of  Phyfick,  as 
well  as  in  regard  to  fome  other  Branches  of  Science. 
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lent  Emetick,  fo  capable  of  producing  a  Com- 
preffion  of  all  the  Glands,  and  freeing  them  of 
any  vitiated  Humour.  Some  might  be  afraid  of 
this,  on  Account,  at  leaft  in  fome  Cafes,  of  the 
too  great  Tenfion  of  the  Fibres,  and  an  inflam¬ 
matory  Difpofition,  and  might  prefer  theUfe  of 
a  Cathartick  to  that  of  an  Emetick.  We  leave 
this  Point  to  be  decided  by  thofe  who  may  have 
Patients  of  this  Kind  under  their  Care.  Expe¬ 
rience  fhould  guide  our  Reafoning  here,  and  we 
muft  not  negled:  to  take  in  the  Differences  of 
Climate,  Manner  of  Living,  Age,  and  Conftitu- 
tion  of  the  Patient.  At  Pondicherry  the  People 
are  miferably  Poor,  and  fober  through  Neceffity. 

It  now  remains  that  we  fpeak  of  Bathing  in 
Sea- Water.  Our  three  Authors  have  fhewn  its 
Inefficacy.  When  they  permitted  their  Patients 
to  make  ufe  of  it,  it  was  only  done  that  the 
Sick  might  not  be  deprived  of  a  Remedy,  which^ 
however  infignificant,  would  at  leaft  ferve  to 
keep  up  their  Spirits.  With  this  View  we  may 
permit  the  Ufe  of  Bathing  to  thofe  who  are  near 
the  Sea  Shore:  But  it  would  be  imprudent,  that 
thofe  who  are  at  a  great  Diflance  from  it,  fhould 
fpend  that  Time  in  running  after  an  ufelefs  Re¬ 
medy,  which  may  be  better  employed  in  the 
Ufe  of  a  Specifick  fo  well  attefled. 
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APPROBATION. 

T  HAVE  read,  by  Order  of  my 
Lord  Chancellor,  a  Manufcript, 
entitled  :  A  Short ,  Eafy  and  Certain 
Method  of  'Treating  Perfons  Bit  by 
mad  Animals.  As  we  cannot  make 
too  publick  a  Book,  which  promifes 
a  perfect  Cure  of  a  Difeafe  fo  terri¬ 
ble  and  fo  fatal  as  this  Kind  of  Mad- 
nefs :  So  nothing  ought  to  hinder 
the  Printing  of  it, 

Paris,  May  15th 

1756- 


Signed  Gxjettar. 
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A  N 


EASY,  SHORT,  and  CERTAIN 


METHOD,  &c. 


HO*  I  have  only  been  in  India 
about  14  Years,  I  imagine  that 
the  Eldeft  Practitioners  of  Phyfick 
in  Europe  have  fcarely  had  fo  fre¬ 
quent  Opportunities  of  treating 
Perfons  bit  by  mad  Animals,  fuch  as  Dogs, 
Cats,  Foxes,  or  by  their  own  Species.  Ani¬ 
mals,  efpecially  Dogs,  are  much  apter  to  run 
mad  in  this  Country,  than  in  France.  The 
great  Heat  of  the  Climate  may,  perhaps,  be 
one  particular  Caufe  ;  and  their  Food  may 
likewife  contribute  to  it.  They  get  very  little 
to  eat  in  the  Houfes  of  their  Mailers,  (who 
are  commonly  very  Poor)  and,  for  the  moft 
Part,  live  upon  Carion  :  This  corrupted  Meat, 
no  Doubt,  predifpofes  them  to  Madnefs.  Thefe 
Animals,  however,  do  not  die  of  this  Difeafe  ; 
but  fuch  as  are  bit  by  them  in  a  Fit  of  it,  are 
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feized  with  Madnefs  that  proves  deadly.  This 
-Oblervation  is  founded  on  tne  following  Event. 


A  little  Dog  bit  his  Matter’s  Son  in  the 
Arm,  and  took  out  the  Piece.  The  young 
Mah  came  feveral  Days  to  have  it  d retted  : 
And  went  to  bathe  in  the  Sea  nine  or  ten  Days 
running.  All  this  Time  I  made  him  take  a 
Dofe  of  Theraica  every  Morning.  I  enquired 
whether  the  little  Dog  had  bit  any  other  Per- 
fon  ;  whether  he  looked  fick,  eat  or  drank 
well,  &c.  From  the  Account  I  received,  I 
prefumed  that  the  young  Man  was  in  no  Danger. 
Yet,  about  a  Month  after  the  Bite,  he  fell  fick, 
and  died  in  three  Days.  Nobody  imputed  his 
Death  to  the  Bite  of  the  little  Houfe  Dog, 
which  remained  well,  had  not  bit  any  other 
Perfon,  and,  in  other  Refpeds,  had  not  given 
any  Marks  of  Sicknefs.  And  yet  the  young 
Man  had  the  Hydrophobia  for  three  Days  before 
his  Death. 


It  is  not  my  Defign  to  treat  of  the  Nature 
of  this  Madnefs  :  That  is  beyond  my  Sphere. 
I  fhall  only  give  an  Account  of  fame  Fads 
which  have  patted  under  my  Notice,  leaving 
to  Perfons  of  greater  Abilities  to  draw  the  pro¬ 
per  Inferences  from  them. 

In  the  Exercife  of  that  Charity  in  which  I 
am  engaged,  in  difpenttng  Medicines  to  the 
Sick  ;  I  have  had  the  Mortification  to  fee 
many  die  of  this  Madnefs,  after  having  treated 
them  in  the  belt  Manner  I  could,  according  to 
the  common  Rules  of  Medicine.  I  had  foon 
Reafoh  to  be  convinced,  that  thofe  who  had 
written  upon  this  Diftemper  had  not  yet  found 

out 
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out  a  Specifick  for  it.  Palmarius ,  who  has  en¬ 
tered  into  a  particular  Detail  of  the  Symptoms 
and  Circumftances  of  this  Difeafe,  feems  to 
have  advanced,  without  any  good  Foundation, 
that  Bites,  in  the  Face,  are  more  dangerous 
than  in  any  other  Part  of  the  Body.  What  may 
have  deceived  him  is,  that  the  Face  not  being 
covered  like  the  other  Parts  of  the  Body,  the 
Slaver  of  the  mad  Animal  is  introduced  more  - 
eafily  into  the  Wound:  Whereas  the  Cloaths,  that 
cover  the  other  Parts,  wipe  the  Teeth  of  the 
mad  Animal,  and  retain  the  Slaver.  In  this 
Climate,  where  the  Inhabitants  go  almoft  naked, 
the  Bite  is  equally  dangerous,  whether  in  the 
Face  or  Foot,  notwithftanding  the  Foot  is  at  fo 
much  greater  Diftance  from  the  Brain.  Among 
thofe  whom  I  have  feen  die  of  this  Difeafe,  one 
had  been  bit  in  the  Left  Hand  ;  another  in  the 
Arm  ;  a  third  in  the  Leg  *  and  a  fourth  in  the 
Face  :  From  whence  it  is  natural  to  conclude, 
that  if  the  Slaver  of  the  Animal  infinuates  itfelf 
into  the  Blood,  by  whatever  Parts  of  the  Body, 
it  is  fufficient  to  give  us  the  greateft  Caufe  to 
fear  the  fame  miferable  Confequences. 

The  Authors  who  have  written  on  this  Diftem- 
per,  at  lead;  thofe  whom  I  have  had  an  Oppor¬ 
tunity  of  confulting,  have  all  fpoken  of  it  in  a 
vague  and  obfcure  Manner.  I  know  of  no  Dif- 
fertation,  but  that  of  M.  Default ,  which  de- 
fcribes  this  Difeafe  conformably  to  my  Obferva- 
tions  of  it.  It  is  not  the  Novelty  alone  of  the 
Remedy,  which  he  propofes  in  his  Traft,  that 
has  engaged  me  to  make  ufe  of  it.  Neither,  on 
the  contrary,  am  I  one  of  thofe  who  are  fo  ob- 
ftinately  attached  to  the  Notions  of  the  Antients, 
that  nothing  can  difluade  them  *,  even  though 

Reafon 
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Reafon  and  Experience  concur  in  demonftrating 
the  Falfity  of  thofe  Opinions  on  which  they  reft. 
The  Remedy  againft  this  Madnefs,  of  which  the 
Publick  owes  the  Difcovery  to  M.  Default ,  is 
Mercury.  Before  I  made  ufe  of  it,  I  had  tried 
in  vain  Cordials,  Bitters,  Abforbents,  Bathing 
in  the  Sea,  and  every  Thing  that  is  prefcribed 
in  Medicine  for  the  Cure  of  Perfons  bit  by  mad 
Animals.  At  the  Month’s  End  thefe  Perfons 
died  with  the  moft  evident  Symptoms  of  this 
Madnefs,  viz.  a  ghaftly  and  even  convulfed  Af- 
pe<ft,  and  faultering  Voice ;  they  fighed,  and 
were  not  capable  of  explaining  what  they  felt, 
they  avoided  the  Light,  had  a  Dread  of  Water, 
and  fell  into  Oonvulfions  when  it  was  offered 
them  to  drink. 

Many  of  thofe  who  were  binder  my  Care, 
flattered  themfelves  that  they  had  efcaped  the 
Symptoms  of  Madnefs,  and  even  Death  itfelf, 
by  the  Ufe  of  the  common  Remedies,  which 
I  gave,  when  firft  I  undertook  to  treat  this  Dif- 
order  :  But  I  am  perfuaded  that  the  Animals 
which  had  bitten  them  were  not  mad.  The 
marks  afligned  by  Authors  to  know  a  mad  Dog, 
are  fometimes  very  ambiguous.  We  cannot  al¬ 
ways  judge  by  the  Appearance,  whether  a  Dog 
be  mad  or  not.  In  this  Uncertainty,  I  have 
followed  the  fafeft  and  moft  rational  Method, 
which  is  to  take  for  granted,  that  all  thofe  who 
fay  they  have  been  bit  by  a  mad  Animal,  have 
been  fo  in  Reality  ;  and  the  rather,  as,  if  the 
Animal  was  not  mad,  my  Method  of  Treatment 
can  do  them  no  PI  arm. 

My  Method  differs  in  fome  Meafure  from 
that  of  M.  Default ,  but,  I  dare  venture  to  fay, 
mine  is  preferable  to  it.  I 
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I  begin  with  rubbing  a  Dram  of  Mercu- 
rial  Ointment  upon  the  wounded  Part,  keep¬ 
ing  open  the  Wound,  as  much  as  poftible, 
in  order  that  the  Ointment  may  penetrate  into 
it.  The  next  Day  I  repeat  the  Undtion  on  all 
the  bitten  Member,  and  purge  my  Patient  with 
a  Dram  of  the  mercurial  Pills,  The  third  Day, 
after  rubbing  in  the  Ointment  only  on  the  bit¬ 
ten  Part,  I  give  him  a  fmall  mercurial  Bolus, 
or  the  fourth  Part  of  the  Dofe  above-mentioned. 
I  continue  thus  for  ten  Days  to  rub  in  a  Dram 
of  the  Ointment  every  Morning,  and  to  give 
the  laxative  Bolus,  which  commonly  procures 
the  Patient  two  or  three  Stools,  and  hinders  the 
Mercury  from  affedting  the  upper  Parts.  At 
the  End  of  ten  Days,  I  purge  again  with  the 
fame  Pills,  and  difmifs  the  Patient. 


‘The  Mercurial  Pills. 


1 

Three  Drams  of  Crude  Mercury,  extinguifli- 


ed  in  a  Dram  of  Turpentine. 
Choice  Rhubarb, 

Colloquintida  in  Powder* 

Gutta  Gamba. 


I  make  up  the  *  whole  with  a  fufficient  Quan¬ 
tity  of  clarified  Honey.  The  Dofe  one  Dram. 

Mercurial  Ointment. 

One  Ounce  of  Crude  Mercury,  extinguilhed 
in  two  Drams  of  Turpentine.* 

Mutton  Suet,  three  Ounces. 

Make  an  Ointment  of  the  Whole. 

The  Quantity  to  be  rubbed  in  at  every  Unc¬ 
tion  in  this  Difeafe,  is  one  Dram. 


C 
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I  make  ufe  of  Mutton  Suet  here,  becaufe  the? 
Heat  of  the  Climate  hinders  the  Hog’s- Lard 
from  having  the  Confidence  necefiary  for  an 
Ointment. 

The  Method  I  have  defcribed,  and  the  Time 
mentioned,  are  only  proper  for  thofe  who  come 
to  be  taken  Care  of  immediately  after  being  bit: 
For,  when  two  or  three  Weeks  have  palled  after 
the  Bite,  it  is  evident,  we  muft  increafe  the  Dofe 
of  the  Medicines ;  and  continue  the  Ufe  of  them 
for  a  longer  Time;  becaufe  the  Dileafe  has  taken 
deeper  Root.  It  is  not  necefiary  to  obferve,  that 
the  Dofe  muft  be  lefiened  to  Children  in  Propor¬ 
tion  to  their  Age.  For  them  ;  I  caufe  fmall  Quan¬ 
tities  of  the  Ointment  to  be  rubbed  in  every 
Day  for  fifteen  Days,  and  purge  them  once  in 
three  Days  with  Syrup  of  Rhubarb. 

I  have  remarked  that  Children  and  young 
People  are,  in  general,  more  fufceptible  of  the 
Venom  of  this  Difeale  than  thofe  of  an  advanced 
Age. 

As  to  Regimen,  I  forbid  my  Patients  the 
Ufe  of  Things  tart  or  acid,  and  all  crude  Meats, 
or  fuch  as  are  hard  to  digeft.  For  the  reft,  I  give 
them  entire  Liberty  to  eat  what  they  pleafe. 
Bathing  in  the  Sea  has  hitherto  been  looked 
upon  as  an  infallible  Preftrvative  againft  the 
Rabies .,  The  Experience  which  I  have  had  of 
it  in  all  thofe  Patients  who  were  not  treated 
according  to  my  new  Method,  has  proved  to 
me  the  Faifify  of  that  Opinion.  They  bathed 
themfelves  every  Day  in  the  Sea,  but  to  no 
Purpofe :  Not  one  of  them  furvived  the  Bite 

longer 
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longer  than  thirty  or  three  and  thirty  Days. 
I  do  not,  however,  difapprove  of  thefe  Bathings 
where  they  ferve  to  quiet  the  Minds  of  the  Pa¬ 
tients.  Befides,  the  Indians  ufually  bathe  them- 
felves  every  Day.  We  are  fituated  here  on  the 
Sea-fhore,  and  it  is  a  Matter  of  Indifference 
whether  a  few  Waves  of  Sea- Water  pafs  over 
their  Bodies,  or  they  wafh  themfelves  in  a  Pond. 
In  this  hot  Country  there  is  no  Danger  of  an 
obftrudted  Perfpiration  or  PJeurifies.  If  I  were 
at  a  greater  Diftance  from  the  Sea  Coaft,  and 
in  a  cold  Country,  I  would  have  nothing  to 
do  with  fuch  Sort  of  Remedies,  which  I  look 
upon  as  entirely  ufelefs  in  the  Cure  of  this 
Difeafe. 

When  I  had  found,  from  the  learned  Dif- 
fertation  of  M.  Default ,  the  Method  of  giv¬ 
ing  Mercury  to  prevent  this  Madnefs,  I  did 
not  fcrupuloufly  confine  myfelf  to  his  Method  : 
I  found  it  too  tedious :  For  why  fhould  thirty 
or  forty  Days  be  fpent  in  curing  this  Difeafe, 
when  twelve  or  fifteen  are  fufficient  ?  This 
Author  makes  ufe  of  the  Mercurial  Undtion 

only  thrice ;  viz.  the  three  firft  Days. - He 

contents  himfelf  with  giving  his  Patient  the 
bitter  Powder  of  Palmarius  during  the  thirty  or 
forty  Days  of  the  Cure.  But  I  have  more  Faith 
in  Mercury  againft  the  Poifon  of  this  Diflemper 
than  in  the  Powder  of  Palmarius.  Mercury,  in¬ 
ternally  and  externally  ufed,  though  in  fmall 
Quantities,  appeared  to  me  much  more  capa¬ 
ble  of  diffipating  this  Venom,  than  any  other 
Medicine.  For  this  Reafon  I  ventured  to  make 
the  Patient  take,  every  Day,  a  fmall  laxative 
Bolus  compos’d  of  Mercury,  and  I  have  never 
had  Reafon  to  repent  of  this  Practice. 

C  2 
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Although  it  be  very  rare  that  the  Method 
I  have  ufed  occafions  a  Salivation,  yet  it  fome- 
times  happens.  This  gives  me  no  Uneafinefs : 

I  continue  in  my  ufual  Way.  I  had  rather 
fee  a  Patient  under  a  Salivation  for  a  few  Days 
than  mad.  However,  the  Mercury  for  the 
moft  Part,  goes  off  by  Stool,  without  any 
Bifturbance.  Mod  of  thofe  to  whom  I  have 
adminiPcered  this  Remedy,  followed  their  ufual 
Employments  in  the  fame  Manner  as  when 
they  took  no  Medicines  :  A  Matter  of' great 
Importance  in  this  Country,  where  People  are 
fo  poor,  that  if  they  leave  off  working  two 
or  three  Days  together,  they  are  abfolutely  in 
Want  of  Neceffaries. 

I  know  not  whether  this  Diforder  was  in 
former  Times  attended  with  different  Symp¬ 
toms  from  what  it  is  in  our  Days  :  But  I 
have  never  feen  one  of  thefe  mad  Perfons  mi- 
rnick  the  Creature  that  bit  him,  as  is  generally 
believed  :  Nor  have  I  ever  obferved  that  thofe 
who  were  mad  were  feized  with  Fits  of  Rage 
at  intercalary  Times.  When  the  Difeafe  is  ma¬ 
il  i  fed,  the  Perfon  dies  on  the  third  Day ;  feldom 
continues  to  the  fourth,  as  the  firft  Fit  always 
carries  him  off. 

•  i  ; 

’Tis  an  Error  to  believe,  that  the  frothy  Saliva 
of  a  mad  Perfon  infedfs  thofe  who  touch  it-,  for  in 
my  Prefence,  feveral  Perfons  have  walked  bare¬ 
foot  on  the  Saliva  ol  a  Child  that  died  the  fame 
Day  raving  mad  and  not  one  of  thofe  who 
had  touched  the  Saliva ,  or  walked  upon  it, 
felt  the  lead  Injury.  This  Saliva ,  or  Slaver, 
can  do  no  Harm  until  it  has  penetrated  the 
FJefli  and  'paffed  into  the  Blood. 

As 
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As  to  the  furious  Defire  which  fome  Patients 
have  of  biting  thofe  who  approach  them  :  I 
never  faw  it,  but  in  one  young  Man,  who  bit 
two  Women,  his  Relations.  The  Fa£t,  which 
I  am  now  going  to  relate  at  large  in  all  its  Cir- 
cum fiances,  will  fully  prove  the  Efficacy  of  my 
Method  in  curing  this  Madnefs. 

March  25,  1753,  a  young  Indian  Convert 
was  brought  to  me:  He  was  between  13  and  14 
Years  old,  and  they  told  me  that  he  had  theAgue. 
J  afked  how  long  he  had  had  it  ?  they  made 
Anfwer,  fmce  laft  Night.  I  felt  his  Hands, 
and  found  they  were  cool  enough,  and  did 
not  perceive  any  Fever.  I  gave  him  fome 
Febrifuge  Pills,  made  with  Wormwood  and  the 
Ox  bezoar ,  and  ordered  him  a  Ptyfan  to  drink  of 
Cryftal  Mineral  and  Liquorice.  Next  Day,  the 
26th,  they  brought  him  back  much  in  the  fame 
Condition  :  I  repeated  his  Medicines.  The  27th 
he  was  brought  again,  but  I  could  not  per¬ 
ceive  any  other  Alteration  in  the  Boy  than  that 
his  Face,  and  particularly  his  Eyes  and  Eye¬ 
lids,  were  convulfed.  I  attributed  thefe  Symp¬ 
toms  to  Worms,  and  gave  him  a  Dofe  of  ca- 
thartick  Pills,  which  procured  four  or  five 
Stools,  and  vomited  him  three  times.  I  fent 
him  a  fmall  Dofe  of  Diafcordium  to  be  taken 
that  Night  at  Bed- time  :  He  paiTed  the  Night 
without  Sleep,  and  in  great  Anxiety.  The  28th 
in  the  Morning,  when  the  Patient  was  brought 
to  me  again,  he  feemed  to  be  a  great  deal 
worfe  :  His  Elands  were  fome  what  cold  ;  his 
Pulfe  fmall,  and  very  quick  :  He  had  a  con- 
fufed  Look  :  His  Face,  Eyes,  Eye-Lids,  and 
Lips,  were  frequently  convulfed :  Fie  fpoke  with 
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Difficulty,  and  his  Words  were  interrupted 
with  Sighs.  I  fufpedled  there  was  fome  Poi  fon 
or  Venom  in  the  Cafe,  and  enquired  of  his  Pa¬ 
rents  if  he  had  eaten  any  Thing  that  could 
have  occafioned  this  Diforder,  or  if  any  Animai 
had  flung  or  bitten  him  :  They  anfwered,  No. 
I  afked  the  Patient  if  he  remembered  having 
been  bit  by  a  Dog  ?  Yes,  he  faid,  he  had,  and 
then  fhewed  me  his  right  Hand,  which  was 
marked  in  five  or  fix  Places  by  the  Teeth  of 
the  Dog  *,  and  thofe  Parts  were  flill  railed 
above  the  Skin  The  Dog  had  been  imme¬ 
diately  killed,  and  thirty  Days  had  pafied  fince 
this  Accident.  I  then  made  no  Doubt  it  was 
the  Rabies  the  young  Man  was  feized  with  ; 
but  in  order  to  be  more  certainly  convinced 
of  it,  I  ordered  a  Cup  of  clear  Water  to  be 
brought  him  by  way  of  Medicine  :  At  Sight 
of  the  Water,  .he  flipped  haflily  out  of  the 
Hands  of  his  Parents,  protefling,  with  an  Air 
full  of  Terror,  that  abfolutely  he  would  not 
drink  a  Drop  of  it.  Thefe  Words  were  ac- 
companied  with  leveral  violent  convulfive  Mo¬ 
tions,  which  were  plain  Evidences  of  this  Mad- 
nefs,  and  of  the  fhort  Time  he  had  to  live. 
Without  Delay  I  had  him  carried  to  Church, 
to.  receive  the  lad  Sacraments  *,  fearing,  left 
the  Frenzy,  which  comes  on  always,  with  more 
or  lefs  Violence,  at  the  Approach  of  Death, 
might  prevent  my  adminiftring  them  to  him. 
After  this  he  was  carried  home.  About  three 
o’Clock  in  the  Afternoon  he  became  furious, 
and  bit  two  Women,  his  Relations,  in  the 
Arm,  who,  as  I  mentioned  before,  were  waiting 
on  him  :  One  of  them  was  about  60  Years  old, 
and  the  other  thirty.  As  foon  as  I  heard  of  this 
Accident,  I  went  to  the  Patient,  and  took 
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Cafe  to  have  him  tied  down,  in  order  to  pre¬ 
vented  further  Mifchief.  He  died  about  eight 
o’Ciock  that  Night.  Had  I  known  his  Dif- 
eafe  fooner,  I  had  probably  cured  him.  To  re¬ 
lieve  the  Women,  to  whom  this  Misfortune 
had  happened,  I  ordered  fome  of  the  Mercurial 
Ointment  to  be  rubbed  into  each  of  their  Arms 
that  had  been  bit.  The  elded  of  the  two,  who  as 
die  was  bitten  firft,  ran  the  greateft  Rifk,  was  ve¬ 
ry  careful  to  come  every  Day  for  my  Medicines, 
after  having  bathed  herfelf  in  the  Sea.  I  treated 
her  in  the  Manner  before  mentioned.  She 
was  purged  the  firft  and  twelfth  Day  with  a 
Dram  of  the  mercurial  Pills  :  In  the  Interval 
die  took  daily  a  fmall  mercurial  Bolus,  and 
had  every  Day  too  a  Dram  of  the  mercurial 
Ointment  rubbed  into  the  bitten  Arm.  This  . 
Woman  had  three  cr  four  Stools  a  Day,  and 
during  the  whole  Time  of  the  Cure  I  obferved 
no  other  fenfible  Effeft  of  the  Medicines.  She 
had  a  good  Appetite  :  Was  ufually  employed 
in  her  domeftick  Affairs  :  Had  not  the  lead: 
Appearance  of  a  Salivation  •,  and  has  always  en¬ 
joyed  good  Health  for  the  two  Years  and  a 
half  fince  this  Accident  happened.  It  was  not 
fo  with  the  other  Woman  who  was  bit :  She 
came  to  me  the  two  firft  Days,  but  did  not  re¬ 
turn  again  after  for  three  or  four  Days.  I  fent 
for  her,  and  upbraided  her  with  it,  acquainting 
her  with  the  Danger  which  threatened  her,  if 
die  left  off  ufing  the  Medicines.  She  fubmit- 
ted  to  a  third  Uncftion,  then  left  off  coming  ; 
contenting  herfelf  with  going  to  bathe  in  the 
Sea  twice  a  Day,  for  fifteen  or  twenty  Days. 
She  now  thought  herfelf  free  from  Danger, 
by  her  Bathings,  becaufe  fhe  had  been  well 
enough  in  Health  to  the  7th  of  May  at  Night 
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which  was  the  39th  Day  from  the  Bite  :  But 
fhe  then  began  to  feel  a  heavy  Pain  in  her 
Head,  as  fhe  informed  me  by  Meflage.  I  fent. 
her  half  a  Dram  of  Ointment  to  make  a  flight 
Undtion  upon  the  Arm  that  had  'been  bit,  de¬ 
firing  fhe  would  come  to  me  next  Morning* 
She  came,  after  having  bathed  in  the  Sea. 
She  owned  that  fhe  was  much  afraid  Hie  was 
infedled  with  the  fame  Difeafe  as  the  Boy  who 
had  bit  her.  I  endeavoured  to  infpire  her 
with  Confidence,  though  I  confidered  the  Pain 
of  her  Head  as  a  Symptom  of  approaching. 
Madnefs.  It  is  true  that  thirty  Days  is  the 
ufual  Time  before  the  Rabies  commonly  fhews 
itfelf,  but  the  Delay  of  nine  Days  might  be 
occafioned  by  the  three  Undlions  fhe  made  Ufe 
of  at  the  Beginning.  Be  that  as  it  will,  I 
made  her  take  a  Dram  of  mercurial  Pills.  She 
vomited  twice,  and  was  purged  nine  or  ten 
times.  Next  Day,  having  bathed  herfelf  well 
in  the  Sea,  (for  fhe  had  fuch  a  Fancy  for  this 
Bathing,  that  I  let  her  ufe  it  as  much  as  fhe 
pleafed)  fhe  came,  and  told  me,  that,  notwith- 
Handing  her  being  well  purged,  fhe  was  not 
relieved  of  the  Pain  and  Heavinefs  in  her 
Head  :  That  her  Head  was  become  infenfible, 
and  like  a  Piece  of  Wood  (thefe  were  her  own 
Words).  She  added,  that  fine  had  Pains  in  her 
Neck,  Bread,  Belly,  and  particularly  all  down 
her  Back.  I  gave  her  a  laxative  mercurial  Bolus* 
and  ordered  three  Drams  of  the  Ointment  to  be 
rubbed  into  her  Back,  and  the  Arm  which 
had  been  bit.  The  Day  following.  May  10th, 
I  repeated  both  thofe.  A  Cup  of  Water,  which 
I  made  them  prefent  to  her,  raifed  her  Sto¬ 
mach,  and  made  her  draw  back  :  Neverthelefs, 
by  my  Perfuafion,  fhe  overcame  her  Reludtancy, 
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and  drank  a  little  of  it,  but  threw  it  up  again 
by  Vomit.  The  Hydrophobia  charaCterifed  the 
Difeafe  too  plainly  to  doubt  it’s  being  the  true 
Rabies .  It  is  ufual  for  thofe  who  have  this  laft 
Symptom  to  die  the  fame  Day,  or  the  Day  fol¬ 
lowing*,  which  I  have  learned  from  frequent 
Experience.  The  Bufinefs  then  mod  preffing, 
was  to  procure  the  Sacraments  to  be  adminif- 
tered  to  her.  After  this,  without  defpairing  of 
a  Cure,  I  caufed  to  be  rubbed  in,  at  Night,  three 
Drams  of  mercurial  Ointment  over  her  whole 
Body.  Next  Morning  it  was  repeated  :  At  this 
Time  the  Patient  kept  herfelf  in  a  Corner  of 
the  Chamber,  .and  would  neither  eat  nor  drink. 
Under  thefe  Circumflances  a  Salivation  began, 
which  I  looked  on  as  a  favourable  Omen.  I 
repeated  the  Unction  again  at  Night,  with  three 
Drams  of  Ointment  :  In  the  Night-time  Hie  fa- 
jivated  much,  and  next  Day  found  her  Head 
confiderably  relieved.  Two  flight  UnCtions, 
which  were  afterwards  made  with  two  Drams 
of  Ointment  each  Time,  kept  up  a  plentiful 
Salivation  all  that  Day.  The  Day  following, 
which  was  Sunday ,  May  13th,  die  found  her¬ 
felf  fo  well,  that  fhe  went  to  bathe  in  the  Sea : 
She  came  alio  to  hear  Mafs,  and  to  afk  Medi¬ 
cines  of  me.  The  Sight  of  her,  and  the  Change 
in  her  Condition,  furprifed  me  agreeably.  I 
had  the  Curiofity  to  try  if  the  Hydrophobia 
was  gone  :  She  drank,  though,  indeed,  with 
fome  Difficulty,  half  a  Cup  of  Water.  I  again 
repeated  the  UnCtions,  (but  made  them  (lighter) 
Morning  and  Evening,  for  two  Days  longer. 
The  fecond  Day,  at  Night,  there  came  on  a 
Dyfenterick  Purging.  I  was  not  in  the  lead 
alarmed  at  it  :  1  ftrengthened  the  Patient  in¬ 
wardly  with  a  little  Confection  of  Hyacinth. 

D  The 


(  26  ) 

The  Salivation,  Purging,  and  Dyfentery  con¬ 
tinued  until  next  Day  *  when,  not  observing 
any  further  Signs  of  Illnefs,  and  the.  Hydrophobia 
being  quite  gone,  I  gave  her  an  Ounce  of  Ca- 
tholicon ,  made  with  a  double  Quantity  of  Rhu¬ 
barb,  which  purged  her  gently,  and  flopped 
the  Dyfentery  and^  Purging,  occafioned  by  the 
Mercury.  At  Night  fhe  took  a  Dofe  of  Diaf- 
cordium ,  and  next  Day  repeated  the  fame  Re¬ 
medies  Morning  and  Evening.  Laflly,  by 
Means  of  an  aftringent  Gargle,  I  fattened  the 
Patient’s  Teeth,  which  had  been  a  little  loofen- 
ed,  and  fhe  did  not  lofe  one  of  them.  The 
Cure  was  in  this  Manner  happily  compleated. 
She  is  now  in  perfed  Health. 

There  is  not,  in  any  Author  I  know,  Mention 
made  of  fo  much  as  one  Perfon  who  has  had 
the  Hydrophobia  three  Days  and  has  furvived  it. 
This,  however,  is  a  Cure,  in  which  the  Lord 
has  permitted  me  to  be  the  Inftrument. 

I  fhall  not  here  relate  numberlefs  other  In- 
fiances  of  the  Efficacy  of  this  Method  which 
I  ufe,  to  preferve  from  the  Rabies  thofe  who 
have  been  bit  by  mad  Animals.  I  can  fafely 
declare,  that  I  have  treated,  with  equal  Succefs, 
Men,  Women,  Children,  Indians ,  Poriuguefey 
Blacks,  Melattoes ,  and  Armenians ,  more  in  Num¬ 
ber  than  three  hundred  Perfons,  without  one 
of  them  being  affiided  with  the  lead  Symptom 
of  Madnefs :  And  all  this  fince  the  Year  1749, 
when  I  began  to  make  Ufe  of  mercurial  Unc¬ 
tions.  I  do  not  pretend  to  fay,  that  all  thofe 
whom  I  treated  would  have  become  mad,  if 
they  had  not  had  Recourfe  to  my  Remedies  : 
But  fince  fo  many  Perfons,  bit  by  mad  Animals, 
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have  been  kept  Free  from  the  Symptoms  of 
Madnefs the  Matter  is  beyond  all  Difpute, 
fmce  the  Cure  of  the  greateft  Part  cannot  be 
attributed  to  any  Thing  but  to  the  EfFedls  of  the 
Remedy  I  have  eonftantly  made  Ufe  of  on  all 
thofe  Occafions. 

I  think  it  not  foreign  to  our  Purpofe  to  add 
what  an  Indian ,  a  Man  of  good  Senfe,  who,  for 
upwards  of  2  5  years,  has  worked  in  our  Labo¬ 
ratory  at  Pondicherry  faid  to  me  one  Day,  in 
fpeaking  of  mercurial  Undlions :  Since,  fays  he, 
we  have  given  this  Remedy  to  thofe  who  have  been 
lit  by  mad  Animals ,  not  one  has  died :  Before  thisy 
Theriaca,  Bathing  in  the  Sea ,  and  the  beft  Plan¬ 
ters,  did  not  cure  People.  It  would  feem  that  you 
have  found  out  a  Specifick  for  this  Madnefs . 

This  Reflexion  deferves  the  more  AttentiorJ 
in  that  an  Indian,  incapable  of  tracing  out  any 
Sort  of  Analogy  between  the  Remedy  and  the 
Difeafe,  has  formed  his  Judgment  of  the  con- 
ftant  Cures  that  have  been  effedted  by  my  new 
Method  fimply  from  what  he  faw. 

At  the  Time  I  write  this,  I  have  under  Cure 
five  Perfons  bit  by  Dogs  fuppofed  to  have  been 
mad  :  They  are  all  in  a  fair  Way  of  Recovery, 
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